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Third Covid wave
impending, finish
vaccination: SC

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI.MAY 6

THE SUPREME Court Thursday
flagged warnings about an im-
pending third wave of the Covid-
19 pandemic and stressed on the

“Sowhen achild goes to hospital,
amother and father will go too,”
hesaid, adding, “thatis why vac-
cination will have to be over for
this group of people. We must
plan for this scientifically and
make arrangements”.

The hearing also saw the Delhi

need tocompl cinationand
create buffer stocks of oxygen.
bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and M R Shah also
called upon the Centre to ensure
Delhi continues to get 700 metric
tonnes (MT) of liquid medical
oxygen (LMO) and reiterated the
need to re-examine the current
formula for supplying oxygen,
whichis based on the number of
ICU and non-ICU beds. The court
was told Delhi had been supplied

and Centresparover
oxygen supplies to the capital,
with the Centre saying an expert
group, comprising Niti Aayog
member V K Paul and AIIMS
Director Randeep Guleriaamong
others, had opined that the de-
mand for 700MT was unrealistic,
and demanded an oxygen audit
to have a realistic assessment of
the needs of various states. SG
Mehta, appearing for the Centre,
said the audit committee will

730 MT oxygen on Wednesday. look at the actual demand for
“We understand everybody oxygen, how it is being distrib-
hodiesare not utedand faced by

of oxygen. But can it be demed
that oxygen is not a critical com-
ponent?”, the bench asked while
hearing a plea by the Centre
against the contempt notice is-
sued to its officers by the Delhi
High Court in the matter of LMO
supply to Delhi. Solicitor General
(SG) Tushar Mehta submitted
that supplies had to be diverted
fromotherstates to meetthe cap-
ital's demands. “We may enter
stage three. If we prepare today
,we may be able to handle it.
‘Whatever stocks have been pro-
cured need to be sent to hospi-
tals..,” said Justice Chandrachud.

He added the third surge,
which, as per experts “is around
the corner”,would affect children.

Delhi in accessing the supply.
Appearing for the Delhi govern-
ment,advocate Rahul Mehrasaid
of the audit, “All our doctors and
officers are trying to help in this
crisis. If even one such person is
made a part of the committee, it
will be an injustice to a person’s
life". But the SG repeated the de-
mand for an audit,and said there
is a “systemic failure” contribut-
ing to the shortage in the capital.

The courtalsocalled upon the
Centre and states o utilise the 1.5
lakh doctors who have finished
their medical courses and await-
ing the NEET exam, saying,“The
current crop of doctors are com-
pletely fatigued and at the end of
their tether.”
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Delhi getting more oxygen, says CM, asks

hospitals to increase beds for Covi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 6

DELHI CHIEF Minister Arvind
Kejriwal asked hospitals to in-
crease the number of beds re-
served for Covid patients as the
city got 730 metric tonnes (MT)
of oxygen on Wednesday.

Several hospitals, including
Delhi government-run GTB and
RCSS hospitals, had reduced the
number of beds for Covid pa-
tients as they reported areduced
oxygen supply.

“Many hospitals had reduced
beds during this time because of
oxygen shortage. Our effort has
to be increase, not reduce beds,
otherwise it will result in chaos.
Irequest all hospitals to increase
their beds again ad I am hoping

we will get 700 MT oxygen daily.
Many private hospitals had also
told us they can earmark more
bedsif they get aset regular sup-
ply. This could mean around
2,000 more oxygen beds. I hope
these hospitals will now aug-
ment their facilities so more peo-
ple can be saved,” the CM said.
The Delhi government and
the Centre have been locked ina
bitter battle in the High Court and
Supreme Court over the past
‘weeks as city hospitals reeled un-
derashortage of medical oxygen.
While the Delhi government
flagged supply as the mainissue,
the Centresaid Delhi

At the Shehnai banquet hall Covid facility. Abhinav Saha

said out of the 730 MT nxygen

to effectively transport and dis-
tribute the oxygen allocated toit.

AAP MLA Raghav Chadha,
‘who has been coordinating oxy-
gensupply to hospitals, however,

supplied on

‘was done as a “one-time tempo-
rary arrangement”. “730 MT of
oxygen was supplied by the
Centre for the first time, of which
250 MT was made available asa

one-time temporary arrange-
ment... The Centre should make
this supply permanent, rather
than a one-time arrangement.
Since oxygen supply increased,
SOS calls also decreased. While
we used to get around 40-50

calls daily, we received only 16
SOS calls yesterday.”

Giving details of the one-time
arrangement of 250 MT, Chadha
said, “Trucks that were to go to
some other states were diverted
toDelhi. Thisis how they tried ful-
filling the oxygen demand of 976
MT.Idon'twish to putanybodyin
the wrong light, but only wish to
project a clear picture in front of
the people of Delhi with utmost
transparency. The 250 MT out of
730MT delivered to us yesterday
—meaningapproximately 35%—
was not from defined and de-
clared sources or plants,” he said.

He also said Delhi's oxygen
demand was 976 MT, keeping in
mind the requirement of hospi-
tals, nursing homes and tempo-
rary facilities.

The CM, aid the

d patients

government is working to set up
another 9,000 oxygen bedsin fa-
cilities such as the Radha Soami
Beas Centre in Chhattarpur now
that it has adequate supply. “I
promise you, no one will die for
lack of oxygen if we get 700 MT
daily,” said Kejriwal.

He also appealed to the
Centre to ensure the city contin-
ues to get 700 MT oxygen daily
toensure that operations in hos-
pitals and Covid centres run
smoothly. “I thank the Centre,
High Court and Supreme Court
for this. It is because of their ef-
forts that we have managed to
control the situation. But this
supply should not just be for a
day.Till the second wave abates,
we need 700 MT daily. I hope it
doesn T happen that we get 400
he said.
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Col S Rajagopalan (Retd)

05-11-1934- 03-05-2021

Fraternity of Army Educational Corps express-
es profound grief on the sad demise of Col S
Rajagopalan (Retd). He will always be
remembered for his selfless and dedicated
service to the Corps. We pray to the Almighty
to bless eternal peace to the departed soul

and give strength to the bereaved family.
Maj Gen Devesh Gaur
Addl DG AE & Col Comdt
and All Ranks of Army Educational Corps
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India’s covid graph is going up
and up. When is this likely to end?

Y explained.Live

with

Dr Shahid Jameel

Virologist and Director
Trivedi Schoal of Biosciences, Ashoka University

Mare than 3.5 lakh infections are being reported every day. There is an alarming rise in the
number of deaths. People are struggling to find beds, oxygen cylinders or ICUs, Hospitals
and healthcare workers are overstretched and overstressed. How did we reach in this
situation? Could the pandemic have been handled better? When is this misery likely to end?

Hear Dr Shahid Jameel, one of India's top virologists and amongst the most prominent voices
of reason during this pandemic, try to answer the questions uppermost on the minds of

Indians right now.

Dr Jameel will be in conversation with

Amitabh Sinha

Editor, Pune, The Indian Express
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